A flow-cytometric method to study DNA fragmentation in lymphocytes.
A method to measure DNA fragmentation cell by cell in a cell population was implemented based on acridine orange procedure to determine DNA content of single cells by flow cytometry. Using this method it can be observed that the fragmentation process induced by irradiation in thymic cells occurs in a fraction of the population, thus indicating that this process is not evenly distributed over the total population, and that it corresponds to a fast phenomenon in which the cells suddenly lose DNA material.